
Chapter 3: Community Services 
 

Historically Almena has been a rural township with a 
relatively small population such that it has not needed 
to directly provide many community services to its 
citizens.   Instead, the Township has relied upon 
agreements with outside providers to cover service 
needs (e.g., police and fire service).  There has been 
no need or demand for public water and sewer 
systems and, until recently, recreational needs have 
been met with facilities in other communities.  With 
substantial population growth and development, 
however, the township may eventually need to 
reconsider how it provides service to its citizens. 
 
Public Safety 

 
The Van Buren County Sheriff Department and the 
Michigan State Police provide principal police 
protection with emergency response aid from the Paw 
Paw and Mattawan Police Departments. Emergency 
service is somewhat fragmented in that three fire 
departments and two ambulance services cover the 
Township (see accompanying maps).  The three 
volunteer fire departments that cover the Township are: 
 
·  Sections 1-12, Gobles Fire Department. 
·  East of County Road 652, Mattawan Fire 
 Department. 
·   Remaining areas of the Township,  
 Paw Paw Fire Department. 

 
 
The two ambulance services which cover the 
Township are: 
 
�  East of County Road 652, Mattawan Quick 

Response. 
�  Remaining areas, Van Buren Emergency 

Medical Response (VBEMS). 
  
All in all, six public safety entities service the 
Township.  Since all calls for service are efficiently 
dispatched via the County’s “911" system.  The 
concern, however, is that each service entity is 
located well outside the Township borders, which slows response times and can put citizens and 
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property in jeopardy. As density in the Township increases, this issue may be exacerbated and 
the Township may need to develop its own public safety system. 
  
Water and Waste Water Disposal 
 
The entire Township relies on private wells and septic systems for potable water and waste 
disposal.  In addition to hundreds of traditional septic fields within the Township, “raised 
mound” beds are emerging as a wastewater disposal solution in areas with high water tables.  As 
density increases and septic systems age, it is important to keep in mind the potential need, and 
expense, of public water and sewer systems. Failing septic systems can pollute drinking water 
and surface waters.  In fact, run-off from failing septic systems and yard chemicals is often 
associated with inland lakes becoming weed-choked and polluted.  Smaller lake lots can 
compound the problem because they have limited areas for reserve septic fields. 
 
Septic systems have a design life of fifteen to twenty years if they are well maintained. Improper 
maintenance of such systems can greatly reduce their effectiveness and lifespan.  Unfortunately 
septic systems tend to be “out of site, out of mind” and often do not receive proper maintenance 
(e.g., regular pumping).  The State Public Health Code mandates a reserve area for backup 
systems, but if there is not a documented deed restriction or other measures to protect the backup 
area, sheds, swimming pools and other accessory structures often end up being developed on 
these sites. 
 
School Systems and Parks 
 

Gobles, Mattawan and Paw Paw Public Schools 
serve the township, however no school facilities 
are located within it (see map left).  Since 
schools often provide recreational fields and 
open space, their absence from Almena is 
unfortunate.  However, the recreational area 
adjacent to the Township Hall and historic 
Township Hall should help fill part of the gap in 
recreational facilities. 
 
The desirability of a particular school system can 
impact the development demand on the 
surrounding area because there is more 
development pressure in an area with a school 
system where people want to send their children. 

Further, since schools are such an important fixture in communities it is important to coordinate 
with them when planning for recreational facilities or major residential developments 
.  
Other recreational facilities in Almena Township include the Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery, the 
Heritage Glen Golf Club and the Southern Michigan Gun Club.  The Fish Hatchery is operated 
by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and its visitor center, trails and open space 
are available year round for public enjoyment.  While the nearby Kal-Haven Trail is not located 



within Almena, it remains an impressive recreational 
asset.  Given that Van Buren County does not have a 
County park system; the public parks nearest to Almena 
residents are located in the City of Gobles, Antwerp 
Township, and the Village of Paw Paw.   
 
Summary  
 
While the Township’s population remains small, relying 
upon outside entities for public services will likely 
continue to meet its needs.  As densities and population 
increase, however, the Township should begin to explore 
other options for service provision such as creation of  
special assessment districts for water and sewer lines or group septic maintenance, and special 
millages for capital improvement funds to help finance public safety equipment and services. 
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