Chapter 4: Natural Features

Water Features and Wetland Systems

The most prominent natural feature in the
Township is the system of streams and
wetlands that feed the north branch of the
Paw Paw River (see also Natural Features
Map pg. 21). Campbell, Ritter and Haydet
Creeks and their associated wetlands
systems have substantial woodland and
thicket cover that dominate the Township’s
landscape.

As can be seen on the Topography map ([
22), this creek and wetland system occupi
lowlands that essentially bisect the
Township on a diagonal northeast to
southwest. Not surprisingly, much of this
area has a high water table and soils that are
very poorly drained (see Hydric Soils graphic belowhich make it unsuitable for septic
systems and significant development. Soils in thedreek and wetland area of the Township
are in the Gilford soil association that the Coustyt survey describes asearly level, very
poorlydrained, loamy soils on outwash plains” while testrof the Township in higher
elevations is generally the Coloma-Spinks-Oshteoilcassociation described as “nearly level to
hilly, somewhat excessively drained and well drdjreandy and loamy soils on outwash plains
and moraines.”

Several small inland lakes, most in
the northern half of the Township,
also pepper the landscape
including Lime, Wolf, Fish, North,
East and West Lakes. Of these,
North Lake, partially in Pine
Grove Township, is the largest
lake with a total surface area of
133 acres. Residential lots line
much of North Lake. A smaller
number of residential lots are on
Fish Lake, which is 32 acres in
area. Wolf Lake (24.5 acres) and
West Lake (28 acres) have some
large-lot residential development
around them, but wetlands have
prevented building directly on the
waterfront. Lime Lake (80 acres)




is essentially undeveloped and the only lake ifTitnnship south of 38Avenue.

County Drains

There are numerous county drains in the Townshifichvare maintained by the Van Buren
County Drain Commissioner (see County Drain map28y. The primary purposes of county
drains are to expedite drainage for agriculturabdpiction or to alleviate flooding problems. One
of the issues with maintaining the formal drainagstem is drain cleaning (i.e. digging and
dredging), which can damage wildlife habitat anoklansightly. Another common issue
surrounding drain maintenance is the expense aiamessessment districts to pay for drain
maintenance. Homeowners with large lots and codrgins running across them can be caught
by a sizable assessment to clean out what thegkhaouas a natural creek on their property. To
compound the situation, while they may not wantdiseuption of a drain cleaning operation on
their property an upstream farmer may be relyinghair section to be cleaned. There are
several miles of county drains in nineteen formrairts within the Township, including:

Brandywine Lake . O’'Roark & Lewis
Covey Hill . Stevens
Todd : Paw Paw & Allegan Road
Old Todd : Dyer
Overacker . Markley
Watkins & Whiskey Run . Brand
Olson - Ritter
Hudson and Slack . Armstrong Hymns
Hipp & Brown . Lockman
Shaefer
Topography

Higher points of elevation are found in the nortetnend southeast portions of the Township.
Gently rolling hills in these areas add to the elstar and beauty of the countryside. The highest
points in the Township topographically are betw88hand 44" Avenues, east of County Road
652. These higher topographic areas also havgrédatest level of residential development,
likely because of the suitability of the soil fagvcelopment. There are no significant areas in the
Township with steep slopes (over 12% grade).

Soils

A relatively small portion of the Township’s sodse considered prime for agriculture (see the
Prime Farmland 2004 map, pg. 24). Most of thesls soe located in sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and
10 generally north and west of the north brancthefPaw Paw River. It was emphasized by the
Soil Conservation District that soils in the Towipsare highly variable, in that there can be
literally dozens of soil types in a forty-acre prcThis is the case because glacial activityhan t
area mixed and deposited a large variety of masatat influenced soil types (sand, silt gravel
or any combination thereof).



Wolf Lake

Fish Lake

Campbell Creek, a trout stream.

Wildlife

The unique system of wetlands and creeks in the
Township, in conjunction with the thick vegetative
cover associated with them, provide important wid|
and fisheries habitats of regional significance falct,
the north branch of the Paw Paw River and allof it
tributaries are designated by the Michigan Depantme
of Natural Resources as trout streams. In order to
sustain a trout population, the water must be ¢leala
and un-choked by sediment and pollution. The river,
stream and wetland systems also support species of
special concern including spotted gar and black
redhorse fish-minnow species that are an important
food source for other fish. A substantial and
environmentally significant system of lakes, stream
and wetlands traverses Almena Township.

Summary

A complex system of wetlands and streams dominate
the character of Almena Township. Rolling hillslan
woodlands also are seen in the landscape. These
important elements of rural character provide caiti
habitat for fish and wildlife populations in thegren.

As the Township makes development decisions it will
be important to consider these components of the
landscape, not only to retain rural character antept
wildlife habitat, but to protect surface and growader
quality as well. Monitoring the placement and dasof
development is one of the most important factors in
protecting natural amenities.



