
 

 

Chapter 5: Transportation 
 
Almena’s road system is a broken grid in many areas because of the extensive creek and wetland 
systems in the township.  Many roads that would otherwise run the entire length of the 
Township, end near creeks or lakes, including; 22nd Street, 25th Street, County Road 653, and 
38th Avenue (see Transportation Map).  Additionally, several roads that run diagonally through 
the Township were likely engineered to avoid creek systems (i.e. County Roads 375 and 652 and 
Whiskey Run).  
 
The primary east/west routes through the Township are State Highway M-43, 28th Avenue, and, 
indirectly, County Roads 375 and 653.  State Highway M-43 connects Almena west to Bangor 
and eventually to South Haven, serving as a major route to Lake Michigan, twenty-five miles 
west of the Township. The City of Kalamazoo and access to U.S. Interstate-131 is approximately 
six miles east of Almena’s eastern border via M-43.  New Almena residents are likely migrating 
from suburban areas in the greater Kalamazoo area although a few may be coming from the Paw 
Paw and Mattawan areas. 
 
The most direct north/south route through the Township is State Highway M-40, on the 
Township’s western border, and 30th Street, which stops at 28th Avenue.  M-40 takes travelers 
north to Allegan (thirteen miles away) and eventually to Holland, or south to Paw Paw (about 
one mile away from the southern Township border).  Interstate-94 can be accessed either via M-
40 in the Village of Paw Paw, or via 24th Street in the Village of Mattawan.  Red Arrow 
Highway is somewhat south of Almena’s southern border and can be accessed via County Roads 
652 and 653, as well as 33rd, 30th, 27th, and 24th Streets.  Red Arrow Highway runs almost 
parallel to Interstate-94.  County Roads 375, 652 and 653 are classified as County primary 
routes. 
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28th Avenue, a corridor that exudes rural character. 

As can be seen on the Van Buren County Road Commission map insert, most of the Township’s 
road system is improved (paved).  M-40 and M-43 are State trunk lines and designed to move the 
most traffic as efficiently as possible.  This is why access management standards are important 
for any new development fronting these routes.  Too many drives and poorly-designed 
development can choke travel routes and increase hazards to the public.  Land use policies for 
these areas should consider such factors and discourage commercial development in strips along 
these corridors.  Instead, well designed, consolidated areas (nodes) of development should be 
required to promote public safety, reduce congestion, 
and preserve the corridors’ function as a travel route.  
 
Traffic counts for both State Highway M-40 and M-43 
have been on the rise.  In the last five years the average 
daily traffic counts on M-40, near the M-43 
intersection increased by about 15%.  In 1995 the 
average traffic count for north and south of M-43 was 
about 5,900 vehicles per day.  By 2002, the average for 
the same area was about 6,800 vehicles per day.  
Traffic counts are also  substantially higher to the east 
of the Township as development densities increase on 
M-43 nearer Kalamazoo. 
 
State Highway M-43 has more traffic than M-40.  The 
average daily traffic count on M-43 for 2002 was 9,700 
vehicles per day, an increase of 18.3% since 1995, when the average daily count was 8,200 
vehicles per day.  For County Roads, the most recent traffic counts available are from 1998.  At 
that time, the busiest County Roads included the portions of 653 and 375 east of 30th Street, 
where average daily traffic was around 2,500 vehicles per day.  North of M-43 both County 
Road 653 and 29th Street averaged around 1,200 vehicles per day.  County Roads 652 and 653 
averaged around 500 vehicles per day.  It will be useful to monitor traffic counts into the future 
to track traffic trends in the Township. 
 
After portions of County Roads 652 and 653 have been improved, the only road improvement in 
Almena Township scheduled by the County Road Commission is the portion of County Road 
375 east of 653, to be done in the year 2006. 
 
A major issue with any township road system is the fact that country roads, which originally 
served a small rural population, may not be well equipped to handle the larger traffic volumes 
and higher speeds that come with suburbanization. Also of particular concern in Almena are 
several small, substandard private roads located within the Township.  Most of them are dead-
end, have no turn-around area, and are of substandard design.  These roads pose problems for 
emergency access.  Several of these roads are sandy and narrow and cannot support heavy 
emergency vehicles or two-way traffic.  Not only would an ambulance or fire truck have trouble 
negotiating these roads, but also they would have trouble finding a particular property because 
these roads are not marked and addresses are not well displayed.  Further, multiple dead-end 
roads with no accommodations for future cross-connections will be a problem if water and sewer 
lines must be provided at some point in the future.  



 

 

 
As in many rural townships, road maintenance 
(grading, dust control, sealing and paving) is one of the 
largest Township budget expenditures.  Residents want 
washboard-free gravel and smooth, safe pavement to 
travel on.  Ironically, paved, wide roads and cleared 
right-of ways built to be key commuting routes are 
counter to preserving rural character.  For example, 
narrow, tree-lined gravel roads are an important 
element of rural character.  Paving them not only 
irreversibly changes the face of the Township, but also 
spurs additional development.  Continued growth will 
increase the demand for road improvements so 
development should be carefully placed and designed 
so as not to prematurely require road upgrades.   
 
Summary 
 
While considering future growth the Township will want to keep several issues in mind.  
Residential development lined along public roads should be discouraged to prevent safety 
hazards associated with multiple drives directly accessing a County road. Access management 
should be strictly employed along State Highways M-40 and M-43 and along County primary 
roads.   Private road standards and a schedule to mark and upgrade such roads should also be 
considered by Township leaders to prevent emergency assistance tragedies. 

27 ½ Street, a rural roadside 


